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Growth Readiness Roundtable Workshop Sponsors and Partners

The Haywood Waterways Association Board of Directors sincerely appreciates the time and input fron
the workshop participants. A special note of thanks goes to our key papiieastaridrdabe grants

that made the workshops possible: Haywood Soil and Water Conservation District and the Southweste
NC Resource Conservation and Development Council.

Funding for the workshops was provided by grants from the Tennesse&\éikkyhauttori

Division of Water Quality 319 Program. For many years they have been faithful partners and loyal
supporters of local conservation efforts. We thank them for their financial assistancetaed confidence ir
local partners

The Tennessee Vallehorityand Southeast Watershed Forum (8&@ifiStrumental in developing

the Haywood County workshops. They have offered similar workshops in many communities througha
the Tennessee River Valley and those experiences were pricelessdnrplactinmg @urd

workshopsThe ZSmith Reynolds Foundation supported SEWF involvement on this project.

Thestaff from NC State University, Watershed Educatiomfonieés an@fficial{WECO) wre

excellent facilitators of the workshops andsgusgiatis. They captured the many topics of discussion
and participant feedback in the workshop newsletters and the final project report. We commend their
professionalism and the level of expertise they provided to make the Roundtable Werkshops a valuabl
learning experience. Technical support was also provided by the NC Cooperative Extension Service,
Haywood Community College and the Southeast Watershed Forum.

We also extend our sincerest thanks to the elected officials, our towns, stateesrahtbtia¢ agenci
professional organizations that invested their time to make this workshop series successful. Working
together we can grow and prosper as we make wise decisions about the best use of our land and wat:
resources.

Haywood Waterways Associatiauapartners see this series of workshops as a catalyst for an ongoing
dialog and cooperative effort in the community. This will help ensure Haywood County grows in a man
that is sensitive to landowner concerns, conserves our land and wated nreaomiates the quality

of life that makes Haywood County such a special place for us all. Our neighbors, our children and futt
generations will thank us.

Sincerely,
Ronald J. Moser David M. Dudek
Director Preglent

Haywood Waterways Association Haywood Waterways Association
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Haywood County Growth Readiness
Roundtable

Final Report and Recommendations

Executive Summary

Haywood Countyeperiencing grovethd develogmt at an unprecedented scale. As theesult,
communitjacepressuren land, air, and wat@rdiverse group of community members inocaling
government and realty, homebuilding, environmental, ame@sredecided to collaboratikly an
proactively address these issues. The group of commpaitiidigadedsriRroundtable thscuss
and recommend how to encourage growth and development that imgerdiinagetsources and
quality of life

Through a series of 5 slurgs and additional subgroup meetings, Rpartdtgaletsonsidered
growth and development issues and developed reconioenalaiinose sensitigée placement,
design, and constructibime Center faWatershed r o t eRetter Sitesi@gsinciplesere useid
framethe discussiomihe resultingoundtablecommendaticargesuggestions for implementing these=
principles in Haywood County.

wth ReadMess Roundtable

Onenotable exception to this foregatrds the issue of steep slope developmetcansiiieration
in western NCThe first Roundtable recommendation addresses steep slope issues specifically; wh
issues are also discussed within the recommendations for several of tiiia 2D@8inciples.
recommendatidneman Advisory @upfacilitated by the Land of Sky Council of Governments ab@ut
mountainde and steep slope development will also b available
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The Roundtable recommendations include modifications to local codes that encourage bundés a
property owners to applyitopact development techniques while also ensuring high quality T
development, adequate access and publ8osadety the recommended changes are simple and may
easy to implement, while others will require more discussion and educatiomah @aicbach wit
jurisdiction to ensure that various local concerns are met.

Project partners from NC State University and Haywood Waterwaysulysgstititaineach local
governmedits el ect ed areview thepepreacommeneadivhdtalf dndensfy those
recommendations that Ineaiynplemented quialdysus those which beaycorporated into future
planning effortiocal governments are encoucaitp@ik expansively, keeping in mind that there are
many organizations and fundingsshata@ay be able to help make progress on these issues.
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Haywood County Growth Readiness Roundtable

I he mountains of North Carolina are bl
with natural resources and scenic vist
attractingpothvisitors and new residents.
Mountain communitiestavsexperiencing
growth and despment at an unprecedented
scale. As a result, many commundieding
Haywood Countyre confronted wiignificant
pressures on land, air, and water in their regi

They are now faced with the challenge of
maintaining economic growth, cleanamait
natural beauty at the same time. While growti\i§€res 0T 5> WOrkshops were ne roughout
good for these local economies, they are in dadffef- Approximately 180 representatives from all
of losing the natural beaufigural heritage, and local governments, development, realty, natural
quality of life that is so important to them. ~ resotce, recreation, community, and faith
Economllgviable, yet environménieaity organizations were invited to participate in the
development practices can help maintain wate&@dyisa@ftpnal and consemslaing workshops.

decrease the costs of infrastructure and constAfé&ifAaagel ranged frorf@Participants at each
preserve quality .of life workshop. Participants used maps of the county to

predict where new hesnvand supporting

Butwho is responsibler ensuring that growth  development wolile located, and shared their
benefits the economy AND protects natural ~ concerns about impacts of this impending growth.
resources? Particpahthis Roundtable provided

a range of respomgesn posed withis question. Guest speakers fiamous institutiosisared

Local, state, and federal governments, citizend)formatioand local examplesthe latest
advocateand developevere cited in equal numkgBnology in conservation, site desigw and |

as those who must take responsibility. AmaziHgRact development techniques. The Center for

participants in tReundtable represeatéof Wat er s h e dBeRer Site Resigmialo n 0 s
those groups! was provided to participants as a framework for

discussing the issues and neskingmrendations
for Haywood County communities.

The Approach

Haywood Waterways Association (HWA) invit .
elected officials in Canton, Clyde, Haywood er%ree subgroups dezlopzommendatin

- : three themes: Streets & Parking, Lot Design
County, Maggie Valley, and Waynesville to su h) ’
aroundtabldiscussn ofenvironmentaHyiendly g éf‘:ﬁlatural Aregs.t_ The%;qqulpshllwdu@l_ foped q
desigand development techniques. The electgaa recommenaations, en discusse

officialsinanimousagreed to voice their supporf'Jlnd agreed upinWorkshop 4the final draft,

for a community roundtable. The goals of the with these ch_anwasj_lstnbuted to aIrI'h|§
project were to engage the community in a Report contains the final recommendations.

discussion about local policies affecting land Uﬁ_elé dati intended id f

development, stormwgded tourism, andto oo e and ere not mandated by iy agency.
seek common ground about methods to reduc& ha . Oy any agency.
owever, many are appropriate for inclusion in

impacts of growth on water resources. .
P g programs required by law, sueRARZhase Il
Stormwatd?Programs.
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